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JCoSS Statement of Philosophy and Purpose
The JCoSS Mission Statement
“JCoSS is an inclusive, nurturing Jewish learning community, which provides young people with an excellent education, allowing them to achieve their full potential in their own field of endeavour, and preparing them to be responsible, active and knowledgeable Jewish citizens who embrace diversity within our community and in the wider world.”


JCoSS focuses on four key aspects of education: Excellence, Choice, Openness and Inclusion.   

Excellence – by which we mean
1. Outstanding leadership and high quality staff who will provide high standards of teaching and learning programmes which are stimulating, challenging and demanding in both the general curriculum and in Jewish Studies.
2. High standards of care, ensuring that parents and students receive regular support and helpful feedback on progress.

3. High quality special resource provision for students on the autistic spectrum with positive links across the whole school.

4. High quality extra-curricular and enrichment activities to which all students will have access.
5. State-of-the-art ICT facilities for teaching, learning and communicating with parents/carers.
6. A science specialism that will address vocational and academic needs.

7. Excellent sports facilities and teaching.
8. Excellent music, theatre and arts facilities and learning opportunities.
9. Centrality of Israel and Hebrew, and the constant reinforcement of their importance in Jewish life
10. Ensuring that the school has highly efficient communication, administration and management.
Choice – by which we mean
1. We welcome and respect all students regardless of their Jewish background, affiliation, status or practice.
2. Educating students in mixed gender classes except where single gender classes are deemed more appropriate e.g. Physical education.
3. Creating high quality personalised learning pathways for each student.
4. Providing kosher food and meals; food brought in by children will be dairy or vegetarian.
5. Giving students and their families the responsibility for deciding whether kippot (and tzitzit) are worn all day. For prayer services, kippot will be worn according to the custom of the particular service.

6. Providing a choice of prayer options. 
7. Holding regular assemblies based on Jewish values, and incorporating community issues, celebrations, performances, school notices, etc. 
8. Closing the school for lessons on all yomtovim. 
9. Providing optional activity days, for those who observe one day yomtov on Pesach, Sukkot and Shavuot. The school day will end at least two hours before the on-set of Shabbat and festivals.

10. Recognising that Bar/Bat Mitzvah is a significant element for year 7 and 8 students. Encourage all students to prepare for Bar/Bat Mitzvah within their own Synagogue community, where possible. 

Openness – by which we mean
1. Incorporating into the curriculum ideas and teaching which promote openness and mutual respect within the Jewish community – informing and exploring, rather than judging.

2. Supporting all of our students on their many and varied Jewish journeys. 

3. Learning about and respecting the beliefs, practices, views and opinions of other religions so that our students can be full members of a multi-cultural society.

4. Seeking to develop good relations with local schools, synagogues, other faith schools and the local community. 

5. Recognising the importance of working with rabbis.
6. Encouraging parents to be involved in the life of the school.

7. Ensuring that students are involved in all aspects of the school, including decision making processes as far as is practicable.

Inclusion – by which we mean
1. Creating a community where mutual respect and understanding of every member of that community – students, staff, parents and governors – is paramount. 
2. Valuing the importance of caring for those in need through charitable causes and tzedakah, and through actively helping others.

3. Ensuring that students in the PSRP are welcomed and have access to the main school as appropriate.

4. Providing appropriate support for mainstream school students identified with special educational needs.
5. Strongly encouraging applications from students from across the Jewish community.
6. Ensuring that no student is excluded from any aspect of school life for any financial reason.
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