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We need your Tesco and Sainsburys vouchers!





Please collect your vouchers for JCoSS!  And please tell all your family and friends!


This year both Tesco and Sainsburys have 100's of new and exciting products for schools.


Tesco for Schools & Clubs 2011 vouchers will be available in stores and petrol stations now until Sunday 8th May.


Sainsburys Active Kids vouchers are available now from Sainsbury's stores, petrol stations and online grocery orders until Tuesday 31st May.


Voucher collection boxes can be found at Reception.








Show off Your Label at JCoSS


Students entered Fairtrade Fortnight with incredible enthusiasm, thanks I'm sure to the promise of some yummy Fairtrade chocolate! Following an introduction assembly about Fairtrade, students were set the task of using/eating as many fairly traded items as possible over the nationally celebrated two weeks. Our students managed to collect a phenomenal 982 Fairtrade labels! I am pleased to announce that Jez from 7B won with a total of 532 items! A special thanks must go out to parents and carers for their support!


Although the concept of Fairtrade is a modern one, the ethics and values behind it are ancient. Students explored Jewish values and texts relating to the treatment of workers in their Jewish Education lessons. Leo 7Y commented "the assembly really interested me because it made me think how much we have and how much we take for granted. Some people in poor countries like Brazil or Africa have to work really hard and still don't get a lot of money. Buying Fairtrade is a Jewish value because there are Jewish texts about how 


we should not cheat people when we buy products. 


You can support Fairtrade by buying our Fairtrade School Kippot - they are £5 and available from Student Services.


Mrs Rose


Social Action Co-ordinator 
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Dear Parents,


In the last couple of months, teachers and students alike have worked incredibly hard to produce outstanding work and great achievements. When you next visit the school, I invite you to view the superb Science models and English 'Warhorse' artefacts that the students have created.


We have just finished interviewing to recruit the next cohort of teachers.  Students were involved in demonstration lessons, tours around the school and even made a presentation at our Prospective Staff Open Afternoon. The calibre of applicants was exceptionally high and I am delighted to have found extraordinary teachers who will strengthen and support the passionate and dedicated staff that we already have. 


We have also had great achievements in Sport - just take a look at the article later in the newsletter.  


This term, as part of our social action programme, Students are making sandwiches for Homeless in Action Barnet. This is a prime example of a JCoSS student - giving up their time to engage in acts of menschlichkeit, good deeds.


Jeremy Stowe-Lindner


Headteacher





�





newsletter  nono





אדר	  Adar 5771





March 2011 





The PSRP


The Pears Special Resource Provision (PSRP) is an integral part of JCoSS, demonstrating another facet of the school’s inclusive ethos. Whilst a number of our pupils have lessons alongside their main school peers, others follow the same curriculum as the rest of Year 7 but in classrooms within the PSRP. However, all our pupils benefit from the outstanding facilities within the Provision, which have been specifically designed for the needs of children with Autistic Spectrum Condition. 


Our pupils are settling in well at JCoSS. We are delighted to report that many of them have received Head Teacher Commendations and a number are on the Gifted and Talented Register. And whilst we are proud of their academic achievements we are even more pleased by the active part they are playing in JCoSS life. Our pupils have taken part in the Chanukah Assemblies and were in the Chanukah Concert. One has played a crucial role in the school’s very successful football team, whilst another was involved in the Beit Midrash Day which JCoSS hosted for our three feeder primary schools. Many take part in extra-curricular clubs and one is a member of the Student Parliament. With so much achieved in the first half of their first year at JCoSS, we predict even more successes to come.





�





English Trips





On the 3 February, 48 students went to see the West End production of Warhorse.  Below are excerpts from an account written by Rebecca Middleburgh in 7W:


In our English lessons, we have been learning about World War 1, looking at propaganda posters, exploring different poems and their meanings and filming role plays based on both them and our interpretations of the suffering soldiers faced during this dreadful 4 year war.  We started reading the book by the author Michael Morpurgo, called Warhorse, which is about a young calf being sold to a family and his working life throughout the war.  When we discovered that we were going to see the actual play at the New London Theatre, Drury Lane, we were all determined to get a ticket!  The first half of the play left us wondering about the next half and we were enjoying it so much we all got a bit shocked when we realised there was an interval!  After our break, we instantly settled back into our seats and began the second half.   There was a lot of emotion, I won’t ruin what happens but at one point I did take a glance at the expressions on some of the students’ faces, even my face showed it all.  As we all stumbled back on the coach in exhaustion, the teachers at last received from peace and quiet.  To conclude, I and all the other people who went to this play, could confidently say we had a mind blowing first school trip and would highly recommend you see the Warhorse.








Also, students belonging to Book Club or who are student librarians attended a special school's event at Jewish Book Week. The session was on the theme of Myth and Memory. We heard Jan Pienkowski speak about his illustrations for a new book of bible stories called 'In the Beginning'.


We were also entertained by Francesca Beard, who has been described as ‘The Queen of British Performance Poetry’. She performed extracts from her show, telling the story of the Chinese zodiac.





Mrs Lightman


Assistant Head Teacher English





Who says Jewish people aren’t great at sport!?! 


Here at JCoSS, we have certainly been defying this myth!  We have had tremendous sporting achievements in our short life so far as a school, and it's not just the case of beginners' luck but down to the hard work and dedication of our superb PE department.





The JCoSS football team have won their first two league matches with amazing results, defeating St Mary's School Hendon 8-2 and seeing off Mill Hill County 10 - 1. 





Josh, one of the team, said, 'I love playing football for JCoSS.  It's great to be part of a winning team.  Mr Stowe-Lindner owes us biscuits now: he said if we beat Mill Hill County by more than 5 goals he would invite the team into his office for a congratulations biscuit - and now he has to stick to it!' Mr Stowe-Lindner has assured JCoSS News that he has fulfilled his commitment!





In other sporting news, Sam Morris made JCoSS history by winning the Barnet Schools' Cross-Country Championships in a field of the top 45 Year 7 runners from the borough.  He then ran for Barnet in the Middlesex championships and came 2nd out of a larger number of runners from many more schools.  Sam has been training hard for these races and we are all delighted by his success.





Not to be outdone, the girls will start playing competitive netball matches later this term and early signs show they will do just as well as the boys.  Additionally, in March, both girls and boys are participating in the Maccabi Basketball and Badminton tournaments.  The boys have already performed admirably as the only Year 7 team in a recent Year 8 tournament.





All the PE lunchtime clubs are extremely well attended, and this is reflected in the notable sporting success JCoSS teams have had so far.  In the summer term, these extra-curricular activities will change to reflect seasonal sports.  





Our all-weather pitches are well under way to being finished and we look forward to using them later this year.  What's more, the youth development coaches from Arsenal Football Club have expressed an interest in using these facilities.  This will encourage links with the local community, and we would be very excited to welcome them to JCoSS.





Mr Mitman, Head of Physical Education, said, 'I am very proud of what the students have achieved in such a small amount of time.  We have all worked hard and these results speak for themselves.'  Mr Mitman is a serious sportsman himself, having represented his county for swimming and playing Sunday League football for Maccabi.
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Reach for the Stars


As the Spring Term continues, our gifted, talented and able students are taking part in increasing numbers of activities offered by the school to enrich and develop their learning. 


JCoSS and The Wren are working together to provide an opportunity for our gifted students to build problem solving skills at the same time as new friendships. On 9th May we will be taking a group of students from both schools to Ashridge Forest to engage in team building activities. They will work to solve a series of clues and complete challenges before coming back to JCoSS for lunch and an afternoon of activities. This is all in preparation for a “University Challenge” style quiz evening to be held on 16th May at The Wren. More details to follow. 


This week sees the start of National Science Week and on Friday 11th March JCoSS will play host to Mr Lyons, a scientist who is currently working on CERN projects and for several large British universities. A group of our most talented scientists have been chosen to have lunch with Mr Lyons and to question him on his work. Mr Lyons will then lead a special Friday assembly for all students.  Further details can be obtained from Mrs Follett in the Science department.





The United Kingdom Mathematics Trust (UKMT) organises national competitions for British students aged 12-18 and this year our most talented mathematicians will form the first JCoSS cohort to take part! 60 students will be selected by the Maths faculty to participate in the Junior UKMT on Friday 6th May.  The Junior Challenge is aimed at the top third of pupils in Year 8 or below in England and Wales, Year 9 or below in Northern Ireland and S2 or below in Scotland. The challenge involves answering 25 multiple choice questions in one hour and is sat in school under normal exam conditions.   The top 40% of students nationally receive a gold, silver or bronze certificate in the ratio 1:2:3 and each institution receives a Best in School certificate. Around 1200 of the highest scorers are invited to participate in the Junior Mathematical Olympiad.  For further details please contact Ms Korn in the Maths department. 


Mrs Kemp


Gifted and Talented Lead Teacher





Fairtrade – Nu?


We have been celebrating Fairtrade Fortnight in school and every class has been studying the implications of Fairtrade from a Jewish values perspective – and students have besigining their own chocolate bar wrappers, incorporating the principles underpinning Fairtrade and Jewish values in the design. 


It is absolutely staggering that in the Torah there are core values that are securely predicated on social justice that actually pre-date Fairtrade by over 3000 years; mitzvot (laws) that set out how and when an employee needs to be paid, the conditions under which they work, providing a regular and comprehensive rest day – and most importantly treating all your workforce as equal partners in the enterprise. And there are many more. And at JCoSS, we have been working  together with the Jewish Charity Tzedek, to amplify these ancient mitzvot, but translating them into our own daily lives.


By buying and supporting Fairtrade we are having an impact on so many people’s lives, their working conditions, and everything else that emanates from this. We are enabling children to learn, parents to be carers, employers to be fairer. We are helping to promote social justice and at the same time enacting mitzvot that are contained in the Bible, the Torah.


It’s also great way to stuff yourself with chocolate, drink too much coffee and still maintain a healthy and moral conscience!  Go on – spoil yourself and support Fairtrade!	


Mr Rosenberg   


Acting Director of Jewish Education
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Science at JCoSS


Y7 have just completed a science module called ‘Myself and My Community’. Within this unit they looked at the building blocks of living organisms; cells. One of the home learning tasks was to build a model cell. Students had a choice of which cell to build and below is one of the amazing results.


Congratulations to Y7 students for their creative and enthusiastic response to demonstrating their science knowledge and understanding through modelling.


The following students will receive Science commendations for their models:


Gemma Eskeri 	Harrison Sacks


Ben Saunders		James Cubin


Nathan Rosenthal	Ben Wander


Harley Benson		Olivia Berger


Robin Barnard	Jayme Cohen


Vivien Guiloff	Dan Janowski


Gaby Maestro		Max Mydat


Dylan Perez	Michal Doron


Jake Chweidan	Matthew Clayman


Murray Cohen		Karla Costa


Ananya Sangster	Chloe Spender


Ayala Gottlieb Alter	Anya Shire Plumb


Kezia Lobatto		Lottie Fishman


Sam Morris		Lea Abrahams


Raphy Attan		Danielle Isaacs


Rebecca Alter		Alex Fraser


Lucy Greenblatt		Daniella Kay











