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JCoSS students at London Zoo – 


see more pictures inside
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Dear Parents


With Pesach (Passover) approaching, we think of the seder service when we proclaim “let all who are hungry come and eat.” I am thrilled that the number of applicants to JCoSS has risen very considerably this year and there is clearly a very strong demand in our community to come and “eat” at the JCoSS table. 





What a full table we have had this term! We had our first whole-school trip – this was a resounding success and all returned safely from London Zoo! Congratulations to our netball, football and table tennis teams for their participation and success in so many matches. Congratulations to Laelle Freedman for winning the JC Matza cover competition. Well done to our gifted and talented students as they embark on their joint activity with Wren Academy students. Mrs Armstrong has led a sterling bid for Healthy Schools status and we were successful in all four categories. Student Parliament has renewed its impressive vigour to continue to have an impact on the school. Science hosted a superb Science Fair on Einstein’s birthday and both Tu B’Shvat and Purim were celebrated with JCoSS’s characteristic combination of fun and learning. 





As we embark on our Spring break, for those of us who celebrate Pesach, please do raise a glass not just for Elijah (for whom we fill a cup of wine at the Pesach seder table) but also for the hard work of students and staff and JCoSS. And for those who do not celebrate Pesach – raise a glass anyway!





Chag Sameach (Happy Holidays) 


Jeremy Stowe-Lindner


Headteacher





On your bike!


Now that the weather is improving your child might like to consider cycling to and from school – good for them and good for the environment! Please ask them to collect a Cycle to School Agreement from the school office, which they will need to complete.





Sadly the free cycle training previously provided by Barnet is no longer available, due to budget cuts, but you may find the following website useful to find cycle/road safety training in your area. �www.ctc-maps.org.uk/training 








Volunteer Needed





We are looking for a local volunteer to help us with our bi-weekly sandwich making project Manna from Heaven. 


Students make sandwiches for Homeless Action Barnet and we are in need of a volunteer to take the sandwiches at 2pm every other Wednesday and drop them off at the shelter in North Finchley. 





If you have any spare time and would like to help please contact Mrs Rose. 





Thanks.


Mrs Rose
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Autism Awareness Sessions and JAT


 


Throughout this half term staff from the PSRP have been running sessions on autism awareness with all form groups. Students have amazed us by the extent of their awareness and their interest in the topics, with excellent discussions within all the sessions.


 


With this letter we are sending out a flyer from JAT- Jewish Autism Trust (formerly JASPER) a support group of Jewish families with children with autism or Asperger's Syndrome from across the Jewish community. If you know of a family who may wish to be involved in JAT please pass on this information to them.








This excellent photo was taken by a student at London Zoo
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Pause for Thought





The festival of Pesach, Passover is one of the most celebrated of all our chagim (festive occasions) – and the Seder nights, where we joyously gather to re-enact the story of the Exodus some 3,300 years ago is almost universally celebrated across the community – and beyond.





The evening is a magical drama with guests playing the principal characters, using the script from the Haggadah and even some props on the groaning table to help to explain the unfolding melodrama. A burnt egg, shank bone, salt water, parsley, horseradish and lettuce – each of these very ordinary products each takes on a moment in the spotlight as we re-count the story of the escape from slavery into freedom. 





But of course it’s the food that trumps all else – from the strange tastings of parsley in salt water, horseradish with a paste made of sweet apples, cinnamon and wine – to the crunch of the unleavened bread, the Matzot, with even a sandwich thrown in for good measure. 





And of course the festive meal crowned by my mum’s kneidlach soup – perfected over 9 decades and getting better every year!


 


The evening is one that creates memory – and evokes times past and hopes to come. 





Families recount the old tales – the same each year, but they are still funny – and we look at the wine stained and matzah encrusted Haggadot – each page a different memory – and of course the moment when the youngest sings, or shyly tries to sing the Ma Nishtanah – the 4 Questions that will be answered over the evening.





We are already building up our reserves of kvelling (swollen pride) since Layla, our 3 year old �grand-daughter has promised to sing the Ma Nishtanah – dressed in a Snow White outfit. 


Tears will be obligatory and that’s without the aid of the horseradish.





So to you all: have a wonderful Pesach, an enjoyable and restive spring break, or join in the nation’s celebration of the royal wedding – but above all spend some quality family time together and help to make the memories for tomorrow.





Chag Sameach,





Laurie Rosenberg











                                                                       BBC School Report                                     � INCLUDEPICTURE "http://web.brimsham.com/_files/images/users/lsmith/photographs/school_report_bbc_logo_2010.JPG" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





Wednesday 23 March was BBC School Report Day at JCoSS.


The BBC School Report was a project that offered an opportunity for students to write for a real audience and to experience what it feels like to work under pressure.  


Budding journalists from the Newspaper Club worked together to write news reports that needed to be posted online by the 14.00 deadline. Under the direction of Louise Katz, our BBC link (and Parent Governor), the students were pushed to improve the quality of their work and to ensure that copyright rules were observed, before the work was uploaded onto the school website and the BBC website. Their reports can be found on the student area of the JCoSS website or are accessible from the BBC School Report website. Next year we hope to expand the project and to involve more students.








Below is an account of the report from two of our students, Olivia Berger and Lara Miller-Rosenthal 7S:





 “15 students participated in the UK BBC School News Report on the 23rd March 2011. But JCoSS wasn’t able to join up with the other schools in the country, because of our London Zoo trip, so we did it a day before. As part of newspaper club, which takes place every Tuesday lunchtime we were set a new challenge to be part of the BBC School Report. For the next two months, each Tuesday we gathered information about the latest news stories and forthcoming events. We decided there would be two main stories; The Royal Wedding and the development of JCoSS. Both of the groups had to make a presentation about their topic.


              When the day came, Louise Katz, a journalist from the BBC, came to JCoSS to represent us in the BBC School News Report. From the early morning to the afternoon on 23rd March 2011 we worked extremely hard to get our presentation ready for the deadline. There was an awful amount of pressure put on us. Many of our teammates had the hard job of finding specific information and certain pictures that we were able to use. 


                It took us months to set up interviews and to organise what was being written. Many of us interviewed teachers and students. The Royal Wedding group managed to secure an interview with some elderly residents from a local care home. We managed to gather some really interesting opinions from a range of age groups. We all had to put in a lot of effort to get the finished product. 


                 Finally we completed this challenging task and our presentations were placed online at BBC website (which you can all view via the JCoSS website). Thousands of other schools also participated in this project, which you can view on the website. It was a really enjoyable activity and we would definitely come back next year and challenge the other schools in the BBC School News Report! It is nice that we were the first year of JCoSS to complete this project, because we are a new school. We are grateful that Miss Nathan, our English teacher decided to put us up to the test!”�By Olivia Berger and Lara Miller-Rosenthal 7S





 


 








Students having fun at London Zoo
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JCoSS and Jewish Care


JCoSS was the venue for a conference on Independence and Disability run by the cross-communal charity Jewish Care.  They were generous in giving office space to our fledgling staff team in the months before JCoSS opened and we were delighted to welcome nearly 100 delegates to the school on 14 April.  Three students contributed to the conference by sharing their experiences of either living with, or caring for someone with, a disability, and answering questions from the floor.  Students also led delegates in some (gentle) physical exercise after lunch.
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Next term we will be commemorating Yom Hazikaron (Israeli Memorial Day) on the 6th May and celebrating Yom Ha'atzmaut (Israel's Independence Day) on the 10th May. We will be joined for both these occasions by 40 Israeli teenagers through the UJIA's Magic Moments Programme. We are extremely excited by the opportunity this partnership brings for our students to form meaningful relationships with their Israeli peers. More information will follow next term.





Ivrit at JCoSS 





This term, we have looked and examined ‘The Past’ (events and grammar), learning how to understand old texts as well as researching and writing about famous figures who impact on our world. This activity is part of the build-up as we reach the 63rd anniversary of Israel at the beginning of May.
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We would like your help: If any parents have lived in Israel at any stage of your lives and are willing to come and share some stories with our students as part of our `Yom ha`atsmaut` celebrations, we would love to hear from you.  Please contact the Head of Ivrit as soon as possible for more information. Toda Raba(


Mrs Kroter


Head of Faculty - Ivrit








CAST YOUR VOTE NOW!





JCoSS have been shortlisted for the Big Green Jewish Environment Competition with a chance to win £2,000 for an Edible Garden Project. The JCoSS Edible Garden Project will be a project for all JCoSS students, and is an opportunity for mainstream and PRSP students to work together. 





The garden will be looked after by student- volunteers through lunchtime clubs and can also be used by teaching staff in Science and Food Technology.





This is extremely exciting for all of us but we need VOTES! Please visit � HYPERLINK "https://mail.lgflmail.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=7c43dfae466f44909a8e7af6cd1c4298&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.biggreenjewish.org%2f" \t "_blank" �www.biggreenjewish.org� and cast your vote TODAY!
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