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	DAY
	CLUB
	STAFF
	ROOM
	Start date
	NOTES

	Mon
	Chess
	TBA
	TBA
	11/10
	

	
	Science Club
	Mrs Follett

Ms Mawdsley
	C006
	20/9
	

	
	JGLoSS
	Ms Miller
	D116
	20/9
	This club also runs on Fridays week 1

	
	Basketball
	Mr Mitman
	Sports Hall
	8/10
	

	Tue
	Student Newspaper
	Ms Nathan

Mrs Dennis
	B003
	20/9
	

	
	Badminton
	Mr Mitman
	Sports Hall
	28/9
	

	Wed
	Orchestra 
	Ms Miller

Ms Caperon
	D115
	6/10
	

	
	Girls’ Football
	Mr Mitman
	Sports Hall
	22/9
	

	Thu
	Book Club
	Mrs Lightman

Mrs Samuels
	Library
	7/10


	

	
	Boys’ Football
	Mr Mitman
	Sports Hall
	7/10
	

	
	Informal Jewish Ed
	Mrs Rose
	IJE classroom
	22/9
	Activities throughout the year.

	Fri
	Debating Club
	Ms Kemp
	Block B
	8/10
	

	
	JGloSS
	Ms Miller
	D116
	8/10
	This club also runs each Monday

	
	Netball
	Ms Miller
	Sports Hall
	15/10
	This club runs on Fridays of week 2
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Travel arrangements for Play Dates!!


If your child does not normally travel on the coach and wants to go back to a friend’s house that does get the coach, then the process is as follows:


Please give written permission to reception plus payment (£5 for a single journey or £8 for a return journey if they stay overnight). Reception will then give your child a pass, so they can travel on the same coach as their friend.





Is your child a composer in the making?


The JCoSS PA system is audible throughout the whole school. Currently the Hebrew song שיר ל אהבה (Shir la’ahava) which translated means “The Song of Love” is played at the end of each lesson to signify the changeover. Unlike the old ringing bell system this PA system is extremely versatile, which  means we can change the song that is played. So, If your child has any MP3 (Music) files (copyright permitting) that they feel are particularly relevant to the JCoSS ethos, perhaps due to the message the song holds, then please send them  to � HYPERLINK "https://mail.lgflmail.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=9f537b4241b543ecad460dafde6e756a&URL=mailto%3aIT%40jcoss.barnet.sch.uk" �IT@jcoss.barnet.sch.uk� with just a line or two explaining why.  Or, if your child has composed a relevant piece of music, then please send them (as an MP3) to the same address.  We would like to change this on a monthly basis so maybe your child and some of their friends could get together and compose a song – and we may even stretch to a prize!!  








Dear Parents,


At long last, we are here.  After 9 years of planning, JCoSS finally opened its doors to our first 148 students - your children.  When they walked in, smartly dressed in their brand new uniforms on their first day of school, I along with all JCoSS staff felt incredibly honoured and proud to be leading them on their new JCoSS journey.  


The school had felt rather empty and lifeless during the last few weeks of building, but on that Monday morning it was filled with excitement, chatter, eagerness and anticipation.  


And of course, our first week coincided with Rosh Hashanah (Jewish New Year).  At this time we reflect on the past year and create new hopes for the year ahead.  Rosh Hashanah signifies a new beginning and what better way to mark this, than by starting a brand new school.  All our students have individual personalities, with their own goals and ambitions, not just for 5771 (the Jewish Year), but for many years ahead.  My staff and I are here to support your child and give them the building blocks to ensure that these aspirations are realised.


You should all be very proud.  By taking a leap of faith in a school that had not even been built, you have secured a bright future for not only your child, but for many other Jewish children in years to come.  Your children are the pioneers of JCoSS.  And they, as much as me or any of our staff, will shape our school.


I am excited by what there is to come.  As I said to the children in their first assembly, there are 5 years to GCSE – 5,700 lessons - and we all have an incredible JCoSS journey ahead of us.  The students are settling into their new secondary school, the teachers have planned stimulating and interesting lessons, and I look forward to us all writing the first chapter of our history.


Jeremy Stowe-Lindner�Headteacher 





Open Event Arrangements


Students participating in the Open Event on Weds 6th Oct, should stay at school when it has finished and dinner will be provided free of charge. Please pick up your child at 9pm.  Students participating on Sun 10th Oct, should arrive by 1.15pm and pick up at 6.00pm. Further details will be provided in a separate letter.  


Thank-you for your support.





“It feels great to be in JCoSS because I have found so many friends and I love the school”  Louis Gershon








“Here at JCoSS everything is so cool and fun and I think I’m a really lucky person to be here at JCoSS”   Isabelly Da Silva     








The Creative and Expressive Arts Faculty at JCoSS


“Learning to think and behave creatively can transform pupils’ lives… It increases their motivation, self-esteem and levels of achievement. Beyond school, it enriches their lives and prepares them for the world of work”  Creativity. Find it. Promote it. Qualifications and Curriculum Authority  2003


Although this quote is seven years old, it is still valid and appropriate in the light of how the Arts and Physical Education contribute to the lives of our young students here at JCoSS.  In a very short space of time they have displayed a commendable vibrancy, creativity and talent within Expressive Arts and PE.


In Lessons�So, what are we going to be doing in our lessons?  In the next few weeks in Expressive Arts, we shall be working together to create, develop and experience knowledge and understanding in Music, Drama and Dance.  We’ll explore rhythms, use our brand new keyboards and create our own mini ‘Stomp’ performances!  After half term, we’ll have fun looking at the instruments of the orchestra.  We’ll create ‘raps’and we’ll experience how other cultures celebrate their Festival of Light. In the Spring term we shall work with the English Department and in the summer term we shall create a Commedia dell’Arte performance project in collaboration with the Art, Design and Technology (ADT) Department.


In PE, students will be doing games and Sports Hall athletics – looking at speed, agility, balance, power, �co-ordination.  There will also be Sports Leadership opportunities.


Extra-curricular!�Students will already have received information about the many extra-curricular clubs and activities taking place at lunchtimes.  In addition to football, badminton, basketball and netball, we have JGLoSS – our very own ‘Glee’ Club!!  We shall be working towards our first concert which will take place in December, an evening where all the Arts will be represented.  There will also be opportunities to perform at assemblies.


Mr Mitman will be holding football trials to work towards competing in the Barnet Y7 Football league for boys and girls.  There will also be opportunities to compete in the Borough athletics meetings in the summer term.


JCoSS Orchestra�There are several very talented, classical musicians in our school.  A third of the school are learning instruments through the Borough Music Service! Several play instruments in orchestras and ensembles outside school.  It is so important that an orchestra and/or ensemble groups are established in the first year of the school.  All students are entitled to participate in music at JCoSS.  Classical instrumentalists are invited to audition on Wednesday 6th October starting at 1pm.  This includes students who learn their instrument outside school.   I ask that students bring their own instruments to school on that day. They are welcome to leave them in the Music Room if they don’t want to carry them around. 


Y7 are the pioneers of the CEA Faculty at JCoSS.  They are the future of Music, Drama, Dance and PE. 


And we are going to rock!!


Ms Miller�Head of CEA Faculty �(Creative and Expressive Arts)








Important information


If you lose your parent parking permit or your child loses their ID card, then they will each cost £5 to replace.  


You have the option to purchase a JCoSS kippa (£5) from the school office.


Please ensure that your child is sent to school in the correct uniform, as they will be asked to pay for any items we need to give them.  Also, if your child is asked to remove make-up or nail varnish, they will be charged 20 pence.





“It feels amazing to be part of a brand new school, a brand new environment and a brand new community. These couple of weeks I’ve been here have been informative, interesting and stimulating. I’ve made lots of friends but kept my old ones too. It’s been a fantastic experience here and I hope there’s many more.”  � 	Rebecca Middleburgh








Amongst the very many letters of congratulations we have received commemorating the opening of JCoSS, we were especially delighted to receive a letter from our local MP, Theresa Villiers, who wrote "I am delighted that this school, the first cross-communal Jewish School in the country, is in my constituency." Theresa Villiers has been a strong supporter of JCoSS for many years.








“I think JCoSS is brilliant and all the lessons are really enjoyable” Molly Schiller








Extra-Curricular Timetable





“It feels INCREDIBLE! �I can’t get over the fact that I’m actually here – for real! It’s easy to get around and I love being here”  Lucy Greenblatt








Clubs will start at 1.15pm.  Please ask your child to either buy something at break to eat at lunch or they can opt for a cold lunch on the day they wish to attend a Club.





“JCoSS is amazing and I love it and the food is lovely!” Oliver Miracco
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Headteacher's First Commendation�Especially commended work results in an inscription


into the Headteacher's Honour Book and the 


Presentation of a Headteacher's Commendation in 


assembly.  Congratulations to Gabriel Harvey (7W) for


being the first JCoSS student (ever!) to receive this 


award. Gabriel's outstanding Summer Reading 


Project demonstrated (shown on the right) a passion 


for reading.
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Feedback on the school cafeteria


We are thrilled that students and parents have expressed positive comments about the cafeteria. The cafeteria's menu exceeds the nutritional guidelines that have been introduced since Jamie Oliver's outstanding efforts to improve food in schools. Please note that the price list distributed at the Social Evening illustrates the prices of all items sold over the week - but not all of these items are available each day. Concerns have been raised about the breaktime service and the cafeteria (Caterplus) have responded by:





relocating fruit to make it more central (rather than at the edge) in the servery area. 


offering cereals / porridge at breaktime.


baking rather than frying all breaktime items (Caterplus fries no more than two items per week).


Pizzas have a baked base with a tomato and vegetable topping and since they have no cheese, are virtually fat free.








Credit Lottery Prizes


and Sports Kit


Our thanks go to the Rubin Foundation for their support for sports kit and the Credit Lottery at JCoSS. Students attaining the highest number of credits each term are entered into the Credit Lottery and the winners will receive a £50 voucher to purchase sports equipment and/or trainers. Keep getting those credits!





Padlocks for lockers


We are currently sourcing prices for suitable locker padlocks, which will be available to buy from the school office, hopefully before half term.  








Science Specialist Status


As you are probably aware, JCoSS has received notification from the Department of Education that our bid to become a Science Specialist College has been successful. We have celebrated this event with a ‘Bubbles’ cross curriculum project. The students participated in an exciting series of activities which included a treasure hunt, a balloon launch, a BLP (Building Learning Power) activity, a presentation from the Science Museum, bubbles lessons from the English, Maths, Science and Jewish Education faculties and Rosh Hashanah celebrations.


Our Specialist Status enables us to incorporate numerous exciting Teaching and Learning opportunities throughout the curriculum and year for JCoSS students, students at our partnership schools (Akiva, Hadley Wood, Frith Manor, Livingstone and Woodhouse Sixth form College) and our wider community. 


Upcoming events include:


Weekly Science club focussing on DNA incorporating Design and Technology skills


Science and Maths outreach at our partnership schools


Festive Lecture Series with Steve Marshall (science consultant from the local authority)


In service training for teachers from across the UK delivered by the Royal Society of Chemistry





Look out for further information on how to obtain tickets for the festive


lecture series later this half term.





Our Science Specialism is going to offer a fantastic and varied series of 


events which is sure to be exciting, inspirational and above all enjoyable 


and we look forward to seeing you all there.





Mrs Follett


Assistant Headteacher – Science and Specialist Status











Pause for Thought by Mr Rosenberg, Acting Director of Jewish Education





I would like to announce that the Annual General Meeting of the Jewish people took place on Friday evening (17 September) and all day Saturday; members were urged to turn up – but unfortunately refreshments were not provided.


And just like an AGM there was a lot of time spent on considering the minutes of the previous meeting, before settling down and working through an agenda that has remained unchanged throughout the generations.  Indeed whilst we think about the year ahead, planning, considering, wondering, praying and reflecting – we are always conscious of the fact that the AGM encompasses every single member of the Jewish world – regardless of affiliation, denomination, Jewish activity – or most importantly where the best challah can be bought! And at the same time we remember that we are simply a tiny element in the Almighty’s creation process, and thus it is on Yom Kippur that we think of all mankind, and every creature.


The word Yom Kippur has been loosely translated as the Day of Atonement – at one with ourselves, our families, the community and God. But it is also a day on which we are judged, and we know that at the end of the long 25 hour fast – a single shofar blast will signal an “all clear” – vastly different from the wake up alarm on Rosh Hashanah where the shofar sound is a staccato blast and set of blasts.


There is a wonderful synergy between Yom Kippur and the ethos of JCoSS; whilst we do not judge any personal religious, spiritual or denominational stance – we do judge whether or not we are always striving to behave as a “mensch” – that deliciously untranslatable Yiddish word meaning so many things about being kind, thoughtful, considerate, humble and sensitive; and just as the Almighty judges us all with mercy, so JCoSS applies that thoughtfulness in all we do to help to create a better community for our families, our children and indeed those generations of future leaders who will, hopefully, bring this sense of “menschlichkeit” into all that they do.


May you all be granted your hopes, dreams, wishes and prayers – and may 5771 bring you contentment. 
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