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Dear Parents and Carers


A great deal of time has passed since Chanuka, and in the midst of our busy term it is all too easy to forget some of the wonderful achievements of our school and students. The Chanuka Concert was a wonderful celebration of the talent, camaraderie and fun that characterises so much of what happens here at JCoSS. The Norwood Chanuka Party, when 200 Norwood learning disabled adults came to JCoSS to be served by JCoSS students was yet another example of the outstanding menschlichkeit, desire to be good, in our students. 


Over the Chanuka break I had the privilege of attending the annual Limmud conference, possibly the largest Jewish education conference in the world. If you are interested in attending Limmud events, either during the year or at this superb conference, where the cross-communality  that we nurture at JCoSS is on display in a positive, vibrant and meaningful way, do visit their website www.limmud.org . What made the conference especially invigorating was the presence of a group of JCoSS students who attended to lead activities for 3-5 year olds. As the first and only UK Jewish high school to actively promote this exposition of Jewish learning, it was a joy to see JCoSS students participating so enthusiastically and bravely.


We were also thrilled to host visits from two senior politicians – Michael Gove and Ed Miliband, both of whom were most impressed by the learning that they saw in the classrooms as well as the confidence and eloquence of our students. 


Shemot (Exodus) 13:9, in this week’s parsha (weekly Torah reading) encourages us to have the “Torah in your mouth”. With JCoSS students supporting those who are less advantaged than themselves at Norwood, celebrating Chanuka at the Chanuka Concert and supporting Limmud, what better way than fulfilling this commandment? 


Shabbat Shalom, 


Jeremy Stowe-Lindner


Headteacher





Amazon Wish List 


If you would like to donate a book to commemorate your child’s birthday, bar/batmitzvah, or any other occasion, we have a wish list on Amazon. To access the list log on to www.amazon.co.uk and click on 


gift and wish lists. Enter JCoSS in to the name bar. Select the book you would like to buy. Tick the gift box and note the student’s name and the occasion of the gift to enable us to put a commemorative plaque in the donated book. Many thanks and we look forward to receiving your gifts!





School closes for half term on Friday 10th February at 1.30pm.  Please note that Monday 20th February is Staff INSET day.  Students return back to school on Tuesday 21st February.  
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News from the PSRP





Report from Raphael 8Y/P





Since attending JCoSS I have been gradually integrating into mainstream lessons and this term I will spend the majority of curriculum time in main school classes. The PRSP has helped me to gain the confidence and skills that I need to integrate into the main school knowing that I can always visit the provision for support. My difficulties are around anxiety rather than the actual work itself as I have ability in many areas of the curriculum.





All the students in the PRSP are very different and have different needs but we share feelings of anxiety and isolation. Studying in a smaller environment where there are less frequent changes and distractions helps pupils feel calmer and more able to focus on work. 





I can choose to socialise at break and lunch times in the sensory garden or the main school and I often spend more time in the heart space or library but enjoy visiting my friends in the PRSP. Some students from the main school choose to spend some of their spare time in the sensory garden too! 





The support staff help me and others to manage our work load and enable us to become more independent and less anxious. The teachers, support staff and therapists in the PRSP are really brilliant, they are caring and encouraging and have helped me to develop and engage in school activities.





The PRSP is a special place and I am delighted to be a JCoSS student.





The JCoSS Book Award 2012 





Here at book club, we have something very exciting to share with you. We are launching the first annual JCoSS Book Award.


Last time you heard from us, we were telling you about the Red House Book Award – so this inspired us to create our very own JCoSS Book Award! 


What we are asking JCoSS students to do is to nominate their favourite book of all time and we will create a long list of Year Seven and Eight’s favourite reads. Parents and teachers can also nominate books suitable for 11-13 year olds. The deadline for this is the 10th February, so get your entries in quickly – they need to be in for the last day of this half term. 


Fill in a nomination slip, designed by one of our members, and put into either the Year 8 or Year 7 box, depending on which year you’re in. The beautiful voting box was also designed by one of our own members. Furthermore, you will see posters around the school, and guess what? They were also designed by our creative members!


So, what are you waiting for? Get those nominations in as soon as you can! Book Club members will then judge the nominations and we will be announce our JCoSS shortlist on World Book Day (1st March), and in July we will announce the winning book from Year 8, Year 7 and the overall winner!


So get nominating NOW!!





By Orli V-V and Ella G-E, 7F  





News from the Creative and Expressive Arts Faculty


"Mazeltov" to all the students who participated in the Chanukah Show! It was a most entertaining and eclectic evening of song, dance, music, jokes - and fun! Thanks to the entire cast and a special commendation to the 12 girls who presented the show from start to finish.  They were all totally committed, enthusiastic and prepared to rehearse every Monday for several weeks.  Ayala G-A, Jessica S, Issy D-S, Kezia N, Molly S, Kezia L, Gemma E,  Ruby R, Georgia L, Jade N, Maya M, Iris R, Georgia S - superb work! Many thanks to you all! 





A huge thanks to Mrs Kos, our superb new Head of Music, for rehearsing and conducting the JCoSSO – our flourishing orchestra.  In addition, many thanks to Mr Moriarty for accompanying on piano, several of the participants.


A show would not be a show without a team of Box Office, Front of House, backstage and technical support.  Thank you!  The one person I have to mention and thank by name, is Mr Harris. Without him, our lights would not have shone so brightly!  Here's to Chanukah 5773, with Years 7,8, 9 - and 12!





The Spring Term Extra-Curricular Programme offers every student a wide range of activities and clubs - something for everybody!  If you are not already involved in any of the wonderful opportunities on offer, please have a look and made a decision as soon as possible.....!





Future performances:





Welwyn Garden City Youth Drama Festival – March 5-10


This year, for the first time, the Festival is being held in March.  The JCoSS ensemble of 16 players will present a short play - 'We'll Be Home Tomorrow' by Wayne Denfhy on Wednesday March 7th at Welwyn Garden City. 


I would like to commend the 48 students who auditioned for the play. The standard was incredibly high, displaying the talents of students in both Year 7 and Year 8. After three auditions, 16 students have now been cast. 





Music Concert –  Wednesday March 28th 


Our first Music Concert will be held at 7.30pm on March 28th. Ticket details to follow.





School Show – June 2012


Towards the end of February, details will be posted regarding the school show - the Shakespeare4kidz version of 'Twelfth Night'.  Auditions will be open to all students in both year groups. Those who auditioned for the Drama Festival play are invited as company members. They will, however, have to audition for parts. Due to the time constraint at lunch, auditions will be held over two weeks - including a Monday after school.  More details to follow towards the end of February.





Ms S Miller


Head of Creative and Expressive Arts Faculty


  





Second Day Yom Tov  - Governors have elected to change the practice on Second Day Yom Tov. For practical reasons, JCoSS will be closed to all students and staff on both days of Yom Tov. There is no change to the published term dates. Further information about this change is available from the school office.





Safety Announcement


Please can parents of students travelling on the Little Bus remind your children to wear a seat belt on the bus. This is for their own safety.





Dear JCoSS students





It has been said that your home is where your heart is and so, I am following my heart and returning home to Israel.


I had the privilege of being part of a small and dedicated team who saw and made the dream of JCoSS come true.  I wish all of you success and happiness carrying this dream/reality further.


Remember what Hertzl wrote: “אם תרצו אין זו אגדה !” (If you want something it is no dream.)


With much love�


להתראות                              


Mrs Kroter 








The Israel Journey for Year 9’s


We are excited to have launched the first JCoSS Israel Journey 2013.


The Israel journey will be open to JCoSS Year 9 students and we hope that they very many will attend.  The journey will be run by the Jewish Education Department, and will develop a number of themes learnt throughout key stage 3.  The trip will be a mixture of education, social action and fun. 


The students will experience first-hand the beauty of the land and will include visits to Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, the stunning North with some amazing hiking, the striking South of the country with some spectacular desert trails, waterfalls and, of course, a float in the Dead Sea and a climb up Masada.  Students will have an opportunity to enjoy home hospitality with young Israelis.  There will also be a chance to spend a night in a Bedouin tent.


The focus of the trip will be ‘making a difference’ and each day the students will have an opportunity to involve themselves in volunteering activities.


This month also sees the celebration of Tu’BShvat, the New Year for the Trees, when we will launch the JCoSS Edible Garden.  We hope that as many students as possible will help with the planting and growing of fruit and vegetables which will then be used in the daily menus served to our students. 


A story is told in the Talmud (500 CE): Ta’anit 23a


Honi, the righteous man, was journeying on the road and he saw a man planting a carob tree. He asked him, “how long does it take for this tree to bear fruit?” “In about 70 years,” answered the man. “But you are so old, you will never taste its fruit.” “You are right, but I have eaten the fruit of trees that have been planted before I was born. I plant for my daughters and sons, granddaughters and grandsons.”


Honi sat down to have a meal and sleep overcame him. As he slept, a rocky formation enclosed upon him which hid him from sight and he continued to sleep for seventy years. When he awoke he saw a man gathering the fruit of the carob tree and he asked him, “are you the man who planted the tree?” The man replied, “I am his grandson.” Thereupon Honi exclaimed: “It is clear that I slept for seventy years.” [Soncino]


We all know that in schools we invest in the future, that is what teaching and learning is all about.  At JCoSS all that we do is about investing in the future of our students and our community.  Just as Honi was planting for future generations so too in the Jewish Education Department we see each lesson, and each Informal Jewish activity as an investment in the identity development of all of our students and their futures. We might not reap the benefits of our students’ education today, tomorrow or next year but we know that there will be an impact on the future lives of our students.  


Mrs Robinson


Director of Jewish Education





The Faraday Challenge





The Faraday Challenge 2011/12 is a unique opportunity for students to design and make a prototype solution to an engineering problem linked directly to the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games. The Faraday Challenge focuses on science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) skills development, and highlights the wide variety of engineering related careers for students who continue to study STEM subjects. This is a great way to show young people the vital role engineering plays in the Olympics.





On Wednesday 18th January our Y7 and 8 budding young engineers took up the challenge of researching, designing and building a solution to a real engineering problem. 


Feedback from the students about their day included:


‘Amazing, changed my whole view on engineering’


‘Great Experience’


‘Made me consider a career in engineering, never knew it could be so much fun’


‘A day that broadened my horizons’


‘Changed the way I viewed engineering. Brilliant day, great experience.’


‘Very fun and exciting. I want to be an engineer now!’
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Kvutzah drop down day - the best day ever!!





On Wednesday the 11th January all the Year 7s experienced one of the best days ever!


We had many different workshops Jewish Women’s Aid. (JWA) Streetwise, Jewish Action and Training. (JAT) and the Metropolitan Police. They brought to the school many different issues about Drugs, Cyber-bullying, domestic violence and a lesson on changes at puberty 


Throughout the day we had to complete a “Passport”, within which were sheets which contained:


WWW (what went well);


EBI (even better if);


3 things learnt in this session;


any surprises; and 


What will you do now in the result of this session and any questions. 


We also had a letter from Mr Rosenberg which included information about the day and how to use our Passports. At the end of the day we had to fill in the back of our Passports in which we had to write about good things and bad things, but I am sure the bad column was not used by a lot of students.


All the visitors that came to JCoSS gave the Year 7s a day to remember and it certainly gave me a day to remember.


All in all the Kvutzah Drop Down day was one of the best days in the year and I don’t know about you, but I definitely can’t wait till next year.





By Alec S and Joshua B  
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Bang and Strum it!


Year 7 students have undertaken an instrument making project as part of Music and Science Specialism - some of them are amazing!  Below is the account from two of our students.





Tubular Bells, by Abbi M


My instrument is called Tubular Bells and I have made a small version of one! Here’s how I made it...


Firstly I did some research on youtube to see if I could find any instruments and I came across the idea of making a xylophone, but it wouldn’t be that amazing because I discovered someone at school had already made it. 





So I continued thinking and as I looked outside I saw our wind chime blowing in the wind in the garden and I thought to myself, “Why not make one of those out of copper pipes?”  So I asked my dad and he said that a copper pipe wouldn’t make a noise because it’s a very soft metal, so we decided to give it a go. 





Not worrying about the structure yet, we cut off some pipe and tested it out. We tied a piece of string to the end of the pipe and taped it down then I got a metal ruler and tested it out. I had to tie the string to the pipe otherwise when I tried to test out if it would make any noise the energy that made the vibration was absorbed by my hand. So we tested it and... It worked! That is when I knew my instrument would work and my dad said it’s just like Tubular Bells!  So my dad got a pipe out and cut each pipe into different lengths so that they made different tones. Then we tied all the pipes to a long piece of string just to see what would happen.





It sounded a whole lot nicer with all the tunes together. It really did sound like a wind chime. After a while of thinking, we came up with the idea of a coat hanger and my mum said that we should use a wooden one.  I said that we could tie the pipe on with string but my dad being the genius he is, said we could make loops on the pipe out of string and stick it with tape very tightly, then stick pins in the wooden coat hanger to make little hooks. 





I have even tried to make tunes and I successfully played Twinkle Twinkle Little Star. It sounds a bit babyish but seeing as I have never actually played a musical instrument before it was quite impressive, also it’s a big improvement for me because I actually taught myself how to play twinkle twinkle little star on the piano.   So that’s my story on the making of the Tubular Bells !!!!















































My Spannaphone, by Freya W


It was a challenge to make a musical instrument.  One of my problems was what to make.  I was inspired by you tube who showed that the thicker the metal the deeper the sound.  But not having any random metal, I thought I would have to change my idea, until I thought about using my Dad’s spanners.


My problem was when I laid my spanners on the table it made a really dull sound (not the sweet note I wanted).  I realised to make a good noise it needs a boost of the table and to start I stuck it on to double sided tape.  The problem was it kept falling off.  So I tried to rest it on rubber draft excluder attached by rubber bands and it worked.





�
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Transport News





You may remember at the beginning of the new school term in September 2011 we asked you to undertake a Transport Survey, in order to monitor and update our school transport plan.  We now have the results and our Governing Board have undertaken some steps to push forward some of your concerns.  The main concerns to come through were:





The over capacity on bus no. 384 at peak times (Hopper Bus) 


The length of a journey to school (at least 40 mins or more) 


The lack of direct public buses routes to JCoSS  


The heavy reliance on private buses 


 


As a result the Governing Board took the task to lobby hard with our local MP's and this has been led by Louise Katz (one of our Parent Governor's).  Louise, along with some of our other Governors and Mr Stowe-Lindner have been busy influencing. 


Below is a summary of the where they are with your concerns:  





Their first port of call was to lobby the local MP's and see if we could get support to increase the capacity of the 384 as well as gain the support for funding 2 x 600 buses - one through Finchley and one from Stanmore/Edgware, which we can already fill to capacity. These are the public funded buses for TFL and free for children of school age.  





This term they managed to meet Mike Freer (MP, Finchley), Matthew Offord (MP, Hendon), Theresa Villiers (MP, New Barnet) and Brian Coleman .  Matthew Offord was the most open and amenable; he is completely supportive and has promised to help support us to help with both our requests above.  





On the matter of the 384 bus, we have all four MP's support to speak with TFL to see if they are willing to review the current timetable, the size of the buses or perhaps the amount of buses that are required at the peak travel times for the school.   We also know that TFL have also undertaken two independent surveys and have confirmation that this is an issue, so this is very encouraging and we believe will really help our plight to alleviate the over capacity issues on this route.  Once we know more - we will update you. 





However on the matter of the TFL 600 buses (these are the free buses that TFL fund) they had a different view.  Due to current cut backs in public sector funding (which are huge) any new money required to fund new services either through TFL or Barnet would not be supported by them.  As a result we have now asked if TFL will look at the their current pool/allocation of the 600 buses.  This is a longer piece of work but we are not giving up and when we have more information we will update you.  





We know with a school that continues to grow, it is very important that the travel infrastructure reflects that.  Please rest assured that we are doing all we can to make that happen and will continue to drive this through.





Louise Katz


Parent Governor  
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Rosh Chodesh


To mark Rosh Chodesh, the Jewish new month, JCoSS  staff and students attended either a Tefilla prayer or self-reflection session instead of their normal first period lesson.  This is a unique model of engaging students in prayer and spirituality that caters for students across the religious spectrum including those who are non-practicing.  There were fourteen different sessions that students signed up for in advance. The sessions included: an Orthodox, Masorti and Reform service. In addition there were yoga, philosophy, drama, Israeli dancing , interfaith and a news update options. All students including those from the Pears Special Resource Provision were able to join in the programme and celebrate the new moon. The sessions were led by outside facilitators who represent the diversity of the Jewish and wider community.  Presenters included: Rabbi Michel Pollack, Cantor Jeremy Burko, Cantor  Zoe  Jacobs, Mayam from the Tony Blair foundation and  Movement workers from BBYO and FZY.





Politicians come to JCoSS





We were delighted to host two senior politicians to JCoSS in the last week. 


Ed Miliband, leader of the opposition, came to JCoSS and enjoyed a meeting with members of the JCoSS student parliament.  The students presented to Mr Miliband the workings of the student government and their achievements from the past year. He was also given a tour of the school and he spoke to a couple of classes.  Mr Miliband said he was delighted to visit the school and "very, very impressed" by the pupils' presentations and their passion for learning.”  He said it was clear that JCoSS provided "an excellent environment for students to learn" and "an excellent education". 





Secretarty of State, Michael Gove also enjoyed his meeting with our cabinet and his tour of the school.  He visited a Science lesson, an English lesson as well as the PSRP.  




















